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In recent years poultry meat became the main animal protein for human consumption
on a global level with a continuous increase being predicted [1]. This reflects the constant
growth of poultry meat production in the last decades not to forget about egg production
which is in certain countries constantly rising as well [1]. With an increase of the human
population and the improvement of living standards the demand for animal protein for
human consumption will continue to rise substantially and poultry will play a pivotal
role to cover the needs. This is of special importance in numerous developing countries
with a young population eager to accomplish social advancement with the actual meat
consumption remaining still on a very low level.

It is easy to foresee that climate change and global warming demand for increased
efforts to improve sustainability of production supporting engagement from all disciplines
involved. In order to address the future demand on poultry products not only production
capacities need to be extended with substantial consequences on husbandry, management
and the whole production chain. Of high importance is the wider picture of poultry
production including human and environmental health considering the importance of
poultry as carrier of zoonotic agents [2] and the continuing pressure to minimize therapeutic
interventions without compromising on health and welfare.

This should promote numerous research activities from farm to fork or from the egg
to the final product. It should also pave the way for more collaborations and interactions
between research groups focusing on different subjects. Connecting disciplines, academia
with industry and all institutions linked to poultry production is essential for future success
and to address the upcoming substantial challenges. It remains crucial to secure food safety
and food security, the overarching drivers for research and innovation. For this, increased
efforts are needed to strengthen basic and applied research which are key to solve future
questions as it was done in the past.

Poultry production and research constitutes a huge variety of subjects characterized
by different domesticated bird species, mainly members of the Galliformes and Anatidae.
In addition, various minor species like pigeons, game birds or ostriches are raised and
used for human consumption. Poultry (ISSN: 2674-1164) [3] aims to address the different
subjects which are also reflected with profound expertise in the Editorial Board. Therefore,
you are cordially invited to submit your manuscript facing rapid processing and decision.
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