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Incense stick ash (ISA) has traces of toxic heavy metals which have an adverse effect on the environment. Every year, tonnes of
ISA are disposed of in rivers and other water bodies which leads to water pollution and affects the natural water resources. ISA
has several value-added minerals which could be modified or functionalized for environmental cleanup. Here, in the current
research work, ISA was transformed into a flower-like noble porous material by mixing ISA and NaOH in a 1 : 1 ratio followed
by calcination at 600°C for six hours in a muffle furnace. The developed material was analyzed by sophisticated instruments
for the identification of the properties. The microscopic techniques revealed the micron-sized flower-like structure, while the
XRD showed peaks at 30–33° which indicates the transformation of the calcite and silicate phases into new-phase mineral.
FTIR also revealed bands in regions of 500–1200 cm−1 and new bands near 450 cm−1. EDS confirmed the presence of Na in the
sintered product and the transformation of the ISA. Finally, the sintered product potential was assayed for the removal of
methylene blue dye from wastewater using an adsorption mechanism. The removal efficiency of dye reached up to 70% within
one hour only. It was found that the ISA sintered product has the potential to remove MB dye efficiently from wastewater and
also reduce solid waste pollution. Microculture tetrazolium assay (MTT) and lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) assays were
performed to evaluate the cytotoxicity of the sintered incense stick ash product on RTG-2 cells. The sintered incense stick ash
product induced cytotoxicity on RTG-2 cells in a dose-dependent manner. Sintered ISA products have the potential to remove
methylene blue dye efficiently from wastewater and reduce solid waste pollution.
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1. Introduction

Our natural resources are continuously depleted by various
organic and inorganic pollutants [1]. There are several inor-
ganic pollutants like heavy metals, while there are organic
pollutants like pesticides, microbes, and dyes. Every year,
huge amounts of dyes from various industries are dis-
charged into rivers or other water bodies which leads to
water pollution by affecting the flora and fauna [2]. One
such dye is methylene blue (C16H18ClN3S (MB)) [3], which

is a cationic dye and is most frequently used as chemical
indicators, dyes, and biological stains [3]. It is considered
carcinogenic after a certain level so it requires immediate
attention. The wastewater or water bodies loaded with
methylene blue (MB) have high chromaticity, high organic
matter, and less biodegradability which ultimately leads to
harmful effects on the health of humans and animals. The
major sources of MB pollution in water are the dye indus-
tries and research laboratories. Earlier, numerous technolo-
gies (biological, chemical, and physical) have been applied
by several investigators from time to time to remove MB
from wastewater. The most widely used traditional
approaches are photocatalytic degradation [4], precipita-
tion, coagulation, flocculation, ozonation, membrane filtra-
tion, advanced oxidation, and biodegradation [3]. Most of
these conventional methods have limitations, due to the
complex and expensive approaches. So, there is a require-
ment for a reliable, economical, and easy approach for the
remediation of MB dye from wastewater. Among all the
available dye removal techniques, the adsorption-based
technique is most preferred due to its simpler and econom-
ical nature, high efficiency, and insensitivity to toxic sub-
stances [3]. One of the major factors that make the
adsorption process very economical is the cost of the adsor-
bent [5]. If the adsorbent is derived from an economical
product or by-products, then, the adsorption or removal
of MB dye will become economical. Though nanobased
techniques are quite effective at a much lesser dosage [6],
the expensive precursors, synthesis techniques, and analysis
methods make the nanoadsorption unfeasible. The com-
monly used nanoadsorbents like nanosilica, titania, zinc
oxide, and iron oxide are quite expensive due to the above-
mentioned factors [7, 8]. So, it is time to switch to the new
material or by-products for the adsorption of the dye from
wastewater. One such highly underestimated material is
incense sticks ash (ISA), which is the residual product of
incense sticks generated after combustion at religious places
and houses. India secures 4th position in exporting incense
sticks and 3rd position in consumption of incense sticks [9,
10]. The black-colored incense sticks have coal or charcoal
powder, as a burning agent for the incense sticks [4]. Coals
contain a high level of toxic heavy metals like, Cd, Hg, Cu,
Ni, Co, Cr, Mo, Zn, and As (shown below in Table 1) and
several value-added minerals like calcium oxides and car-
bonates, ferrous, silica, alumina, and carbon (shown in
Table 2). So, here, the authors have used incense stick ash
waste as a raw material for the adsorption process after sur-
face modification or alkali activation by NaOH followed by
sintering.

In the current research work, the authors have focused
on the synthesis of incense stick ash-derived value-added
products like the ISA-NaOH sintered product. Firstly, ISA
was mixed with fine pellets of NaOH in a quartz crucible.
Further, the mixture was mixed thoroughly and calcinated
at 600°C for six hours to obtained the porous-sintered prod-
uct. The instrumental analysis revealed that the synthesized
sintered products are flowers, micron sized, i.e., 100 nm to
9 microns. Finally, the ISA-NaOH porous sintered product
was assessed for their property towards the remediation of

Table 1: Concentration of heavy metals and other trace elements in
the incense stick ash analyzed by inductively coupled plasma-
optical emission spectroscopy (ICP-OES), adopted from [11].

Elements Conc (ppm)

Be 0.10

Ca 195.8

Cr 1.771

Cd 0.002

Co 0.305

Cu 3.602

Fe 378.0

Li 0.259

Mg 323.4

Mn 24.98

Mo 0.056

Ni 1.284

Pb 0.156

Sb 0.164

Se 0.014

Sr 5.327

Ti 24.86

V 0.378

Zn 2.825

Table 2: Major elemental oxides present in the ISA analyzed by X-
ray fluorescence adopted from [11].

Elements Wt %

SiO2 20.362

Al2O3 4.775

P2O5 3.946

SO3 3.776

Na2O 0.097

MgO 3.915

K2O 8.247

CaO 49.616

TiO2 0.609

MnO2 0.158

Fe2O3 4.288

CuO 0.087

SrO 0.120

Total 99.996
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methylene blue dye from the aqueous solution while, cyto-
toxicity was assessed on RTG-2 cells.

2. Materials and Analysis

2.1. Chemical and Reagents. MTT [3-(4, 5-dimethylthiazol-
2-yl)-2, 5-diphenyltetrazolium bromide] was purchased
from Sigma-Aldrich (St. Louis, Missouri, United States).
Dulbecco’s modified Eagle’s medium (DMEM), fetal bovine
serum (FBS), and antibiotics were purchased from Gibco,
USA.

MB dye was procured from Molychem, India, whose
structure is shown in Figure 1. ISA was collected from the
Uttam Nagar temple, New Delhi, India. NaOH was pur-
chased from RENKEM, India. Nickel crucible was used to
place the samples in a muffle furnace.

The collected ISA was screened in the laboratory, by
using sieve sets, to eliminate the unburned particles, bamboo
sticks, and other undesired products.

2.2. Formation of the Sintered Product from Incense Stick
Ash. About 50 grams of ISA was taken in a nickel crucible,
and about 20 grams of NaOH pellets was added and mixed
properly by using a glass rod for even distribution. Further,
the crucible containing the mixture was placed in a muffle
furnace by gradually increasing the temperature, 10°C per
5 minutes till the temperature reached 600°C. Once the tem-
perature reached 600°C, the calcination was carried out for 6
hours. After calcination was over, the crucible was placed in
a desiccator. Further, the lumped product was crushed to
powder by using a mortar and pestle. Finally, the obtained
product was analyzed by the Fourier transform infrared
spectroscopy (FTIR) (Spectra SP65, PerkinElmer, Germany),
X-ray diffraction (XRD) (Bruker, D8 Advance), field emis-

sion scanning electron microscopy (FESEM) (Nova Nano-
SEM 450), and energy dispersive spectroscopy (EDS)
(Bruker) for the detailed morphological and elemental
properties.

2.3. Adsorption Study of Methylene Blue. The experiments of
batch adsorption were carried out in a thermostatically con-
trolled shaker with Erlenmeyer flasks. The effect of parame-
ters on the time was tested on the efficiency of adsorption. A
200 ppm of MB dye solution was prepared by dissolving
20mg of MB dye which was dissolved in 100mL of distilled
water. About 20mg of sintered ISA was added to the 50mL
of dye solution. The mixtures were stirred for 60 minutes,
and a 5mL reaction mixture was extracted at a regular inter-
val of 10 minutes. MB samples were removed from the
shaker at present intervals of time and analyzed using a Halo
DB-20, double-beam UV-Vis spectrophotometer (Dynam-
ics). The percent dye decolorization and adsorption capacity
of sintered ISA at any time (qt) were calculated using equa-
tion (1) as follows.

%decolorization = A0 − At

A0
× 100,

qt mg gjð Þ = A0 − Atð ÞV
M

,
ð1Þ

where A0 is the initial MB concentration (mg·L−1), At is the
concentration of MB at a particular time (mg·L−1), V is the
volume of solution (liter), and M is the mass of sintered
ISA (gm).

2.4. Characterization. The analysis of the sample was done
by various sophisticated instruments. The functional group
identification of ISA and the sintered product was done by
the Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR). About
2mg ISA and sintered product was taken separately and
mixed with 98mg of a KBr spectroscopy grade. Both the
samples were mixed thoroughly, and pellets were prepared,
and measurement was done in the range of 400–4000 cm−1

at a resolution of 1 nm by using a Model SP-65 (PerkinEl-
mer) instrument. The minerals and phases of both ISA and
the sintered product were analyzed by the X-ray diffraction
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Figure 1: Chemical structure of methylene blue dye.
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Figure 2: FTIR spectra of ISA and sintered product.
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Figure 3: XRD diffract graph of ISA and sintered product.
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pattern (XRD). The measurement was done by a D8
Advance (Bruker) instrument in the range of 2 theta 0–80°

with a step size of 0.02 and a time of 5 seconds per step at
40 kV voltage and a current of 30mA. The morphology
and size of both ISA and ISA sintered products were ana-
lyzed by the field emission scanning electron microscope,
using NOVO NANOSEM, 450 (FEI, USA). For analysis,
the powder sample was taken on a carbon tape, which was
fixed on the aluminum stub. The sample along with the stub
was placed in the gold sputtering chamber for gold coating.
The sample was observed at different scales starting at 20
microns to 100nm, while the elemental composition of
ISA and the sintered product was detected by the Oxford-
made, energy-dispersive spectroscopy attached with the
FESEM. The remediation of MB in the aliquot was analyzed
by the UV-Vis spectrophotometer Halo DB-20, double-
beam UV-Vis spectrophotometer, (Dynamics) at a resolu-
tion of 1 nm.

2.5. Cell Culture and Treatment of Incense Stick Ash. The fish
rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) ovary (RTG-2) cell
lines (90102529) were procured from Sigma-Aldrich Chemie
GmbH, Eschenstrasse, 5D-82024, Taufkirchen. The cells
were subcultured in EMEM (EBSS) + 2mM glutamine + 1%
nonessential amino acids (NEAA)+10% fetal bovine serum
(FBS) at a 5% CO2 incubator at 24

°C. The cells at 78% con-
fluence were subcultured into 96-well plate cytotoxicity
assay. RTG-2 cell lines were grown 24h before treatment

to ISA. The stock solution of ISA was made in ddw and
diluted according to the treatment concentrations (0–
200μg/mL). Control cells were not exposed to ISA and were
considered as controls.

2.6. MTT Assay. The mitochondrial activity was determined
by the MTT test (Cayman MTT assay kit). MTT solution
(100μL) was mixed with each well in a final concentration
of 0.5mg/mL and further left for incubation for 4 h. The
formed formazan crystal was dissolved in DMSO, and the
absorbance was determined at 570nm using a microplate
reader (BioTek Instruments, Winooski, VT, USA, equipped
with Gen5 software, version 1.09).

2.7. LDH Assay. Leakage of lactate dehydrogenase enzyme,
used as an indicator of cell membrane damage, was deter-
mined by LDH assay kit (Cytotoxicity Detection Kit, Roche
Diagnostics, Milan, Italy) on the culture medium of cells
exposed to 10, 50, 100, and 200μg/mL of ISA for 24 h. Unex-
posed cells were used as a negative control. This colorimetric
assay is based on the cleavage of a tetrazolium salt when
LDH activity is present in the cell culture supernatant. The
absorbance was measured at 490nm using a spectrophoto-
metric microtiter plate reader (BioTek Instruments, Winoo-
ski, VT, USA, equipped with Gen5 software, version 1.09).

2.8. Statistical Analysis. All statistical analyses were per-
formed using SPSS 26.0 software (IBM). Differences were

2 𝜇m EHT=3.00 kV Signal A=SE2 Date: 12 Apr 2018
Time: 11:10:26Mag=10.00 KXWD=6.5 mm

(a)
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Time: 11:18:11Mag=25.00 KXWD=6.5 mm

(c)

200 nm EHT=3.00 kV Signal A=SE2 Date: 12 Apr 2018
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Figure 4: FESEM micrographs (a–d) of incense stick ash.
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analyzed using a one-way ANOVA test with the least-
significant difference test. Values of ∗p < 0:05 were consid-
ered statistically significant.

3. Results and Discussion

The ISA is considered hazardous waste due to the presence
of heavy metals as reported earlier by Yadav et al. At the
same time, it has calcium and magnesium oxides (nearly
50–56%), carbon (30%), silica (20%) alumina, and ferrous
(5–8%) along with traces of other elements like Na, K, Ti,
and P [11]. Some of the minerals like calcite, magnetite, sil-
icates, and aluminates are in crystalline form, while silica is

present in both glassy and amorphous forms which come
from coal [11]. The crystalline material has less reactivity
with the acids and bases due to their inert nature. So, the
NaOH will break the crystalline structure like calcite, alumi-
nosilicates, and glassy amorphous silica. The interaction of
NaOH with Ca-rich ISA, Na will replace the Ca from the
complex due to higher reactivity than Ca [12]. Further, as
silica have more reactivity with NaOH so, all the aluminosil-
icate bonds will break and new Na-rich mineral will form in
the sintered product [13, 14]. The NaOH interaction and
sintering will create new pores on the surface of the sintered
product so the final product will be highly porous which will
enhance the adsorption process. Moreover, the ISA has
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Figure 5: FESEM micrographs of the sintered product (a–d), EDS spot (e), and EDS spectra.

5Adsorption Science & Technology



more unburned carbon in the form of soots, chars that can-
not be burned completely due to the combustion of incense
sticks at a lower temperature. So, during sintering, at 600°C,
most of the carbons are burned completely which will also

help in forming the porous nature of the sintered prod-
uct [11].

3.1. FTIR Analysis of ISA and ISA Sintered Product. The typ-
ical FTIR pattern of ISA and the sintered product is shown
in Figure 2. The infrared spectral data obtained for ISA
shows a band near 400 cm−1–700 cm−1, which are attributed
to the Fe-O, Si-O-Si, Si-Al, and Al-O-Al due to silicates, alu-
mina. The IR absorption peak near 750 cm−1 is assigned to
Mg-OH while the band near 900 cm−1 and 1100 cm−1 is
due to Al-OH bending vibration and silicates (Si-O-Si),
respectively [15]. A weak intensity IR absorption peak
observed near 2600 cm−1 is associated with hydride vibration

Table 3: Elemental analysis of ISA and ISA sintered product by EDS.

Elements ISA (weight %) ISA sintered product (Wt %)

C 31.28 20.18

O 41.33 37.78

Mg 1.53 1.25

Al 1.12 1.10

Si 3.09 5.41

K 1.45 0.75

Ca 20.21 20.80

F — 8.8

Cl — 1.04

Na — 2.91

Total 100.00 100.00
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Figure 6: Cytotoxicity of ISA on the RTG-2 cell line for 24 h. (a) MTT assay and (b) LDH assay. Each value represents the average ± SE of
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from the silane group (Si-H). Also, the existence of C=C-C
aromatic ring vibrations is being displayed by a band near
1500 cm−1 [16]. Broadband near 3400 cm−1 corresponds to
the O-H stretch (due to the presence of water molecules in
ISA) as reported by several investigators [11]. Similar obser-
vations were also reported by Yadav et al. and Jain et al.
where they characterized the ISA. Jain et al. used the ISA
as an economical adsorbent for the removal of Victoria blue
dye from the aqueous phase without any modification [11,
17].

The ISA structure has been prominently affected due to
NaOH addition. The IR spectra for sintered ISA exhibited
all the characteristic peaks of ISA with slight shifts in posi-
tion and intensity which confirm the interaction between
the ISA and NaOH. A comparison among spectral data of
raw ISA and sintered ISA provided that certain absorption
peaks in ISA near 490 cm−1, 1500 cm−1, and 1800 cm−1 were
shifted towards the higher wavenumber side suggesting that
the mass of the molecule is reduced due to heating while in
the sintering process. The absorption band near 3400 cm−1

disappeared in ISA-NaOH due to the loss of water molecules
during sintering. Decreased intensity of the stretching
groups at 700 cm−1 and 900 cm−1 indicates the formation
of the new group showing Na interaction with Al-O and
Si-O groups.

3.2. Phase Identification of ISA and ISA Sintered Product by
XRD. The composition and phase detection of materials is
identified with the help of the XRD technique. The XRD dif-
fractogram of ISA and sintered ISA is shown in Figure 3.
The XRD pattern of ISA is semicrystalline as it shows a
few intense peaks at angle 2θ = 20:3°, 29°, and 42°, while
the diffraction peak at 20.3° is due to SiO2. Similar observa-
tions were also obtained by Yadav et al., where they also
reported calcite, magnetite, maghemite, and silicates peaks.
Silica was present in both glassy amorphous and crystalline
forms. The peaks at 23°, 29°, 36°, and 48° are due to the cal-

cite phase as a major mineral in the ISA [18], while the small
peaks at 33° and 35° are due to the maghemite and magnetite
in the ISA. The existence of small, broader, and overlapping
reflections in the diffraction pattern of ISA indicates a low-
order structure (due to amorphous carbon in ISA). The pres-
ence of carbon and silicon has been also confirmed in the
FTIR results. The XRD pattern of sintered ISA shows peaks
at 2θ = 17:3°, 28°, 32.8°, 38°, and 44°. Various peaks in sin-
tered ISA were found to have decreased intensities. A
decrease in various peak intensities shows the addition of
some material that is absorbing X-rays. Additionally, the
sintering process has changed the material composition as
a function of temperature [18, 19].

3.3. Morphological Analysis of ISA and ISA Sintered product
by FESEM. The surface morphology and elemental analysis
of ISA were observed using FESEM and EDS. Microscopic
images of ISA were obtained at low energy of 3KeV using
FE-SEM to avoid damage during the analysis process.
Figures 4(a)–4(d) show the FE-SEM image of ISA at differ-
ent magnification levels. FESEM images reveal that ISA is a
mixture of particles having irregular shapes and sizes. The
particles are agglomerated. The images show some lightly
colored (carbon) and some dark-colored materials (elec-
tron-rich particles). The size of the ISA particles ranged
from 100nm to 9 microns. Similar observations were also
reported by Yadav et al., for the ISA images [11].

The FESEM images (Figures 5(a)–5(e)) of sintered ISA
show discrete particles having a wide range of size and
highly irregular in shape. The images reveal a mixture of
particles where some light-colored porous particles are
placed over the surface of some large-sized dark electron-
rich particles. Figures 5(c) and 5(d) show some flower-like
structures. Figure 5(f) shows the elemental analysis of sin-
tered ISA. Since there was NaOH-based alkali treatment of
ISA, so, the Ca present in ISA was replaced by the Na as
Na has more reactivity than Ca. When NaOH reacts with
the aluminosilicates of ISA and silica, then, there is a fusion
of silica, while some of the silicates will be transformed into
sodium silicate after sintering.

3.4. Elemental Analysis of ISA and ISA Sintered Product. The
elemental analysis of ISA was carried out using EDS. The
results showed that the ISA sample contained elements like
C, Ca, Si, Mg, Al, and Si. Carbon was found to be the prin-
cipal element followed by calcium and silicon. The presence
of these elements in ISA has already been confirmed with the
data obtained by FTIR and XRD. The majority of elements
observed in a sintered sample are C, Ca, F, Si, Na, Mg, Al,
Cl, and K. The values of elements of both ISA and ISA sin-
tered products are given in Table 3.

Table 4: Dye removal percentage and adsorbent’s capacity.

Time (minutes) 0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Dye removal (%) — 52.21% 67.72% 69.05% 65.22% 69.52% 69.74%

Absorption efficiency of sintered ISA (mg/gm) — 264 342.47 349.24 329.83 351.57 352.68
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Figure 9: Effect of the contact time on adsorption capacity of
sintered ISA for methylene blue dye.
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The composition of carbon drastically decreased (~11%)
in the ISA-sintered product in comparison to the ISA, as
expected due to the volatilization of organic and unburned
carbon after sintering. Since the ISA is burned in open-air
conditions at a low temperature, so, most of the carbon is
unburned and burns completely only at the high tempera-
ture provided during sintering. There was a decrease in the
O, Al, K, and Mg contents in the ISA sintered product, while
the percentage of Si increased by 2.32% in the ISA-sintered
product due to the breakage of aluminosilicate bond by
NaOH at high temperature, and as a result, more Si were
present freely in the mixture. The peaks were observed for
the F, Cl, and Na in the ISA sintered product, which was ini-
tially absent in the ISA sample. Na was expected as it came
from the NaOH, while during this step, chlorides might have
also formed which was not observed earlier, while the high
percentage of F indicates the impurity or contamination
from the previous sample during EDS analysis, since there
was no fluorine present in the ISA. So, this might be due
to the handling error either at reaction or imaging.

3.5. Cytotoxicity. Cytotoxicity of a ISA sintered product on
RTG-2 cell lines was measured by using MTT and LDH
tests. The cytotoxicity data was represented in Figures 6(a)
and 6(b). ISA induced cytotoxicity on the RTG-2 cell line
in a dose-dependent manner but maximum induction of
cytotoxicity was observed at 200μg/mL ISA (Figures 6(a)
and 6(b)).

The cell viability of ISA-sintered product (10, 50, 100,
and 200μg/mL) was observed to be 95%, 86%, 58%, and
35.6% for 24 h in the RTG-2 cell line (Figure 6(a)). The cyto-
toxicity of the ISA sintered product (0, 10, 50, 100, and
200μg/mL) was observed to be 0.5%, 2.5%, 7%, 10.8%, and
18.2% for 24 h in the RTG-2 cell line (Figure 6(b)).

3.6. Dye Remediation Study. The remediation study of MB
from wastewater solution was done by using the ISA sintered
product. Figure 7 shows the UV-visible spectra of the
removal process for MB using sintered ISA. The MB absorp-
tion peak for MB at 664nm vanished just after 10 minutes
from the beginning point of the experiment. About 52.21%
of the dye was removed within a 10-minute duration. After-
wards, the adsorption or removal process became slow and
reached equilibrium after 50 minutes. The MB percent
removal by the sintered ISA is shown in Figure 8. The effi-
ciency of sintered ISA for MB adsorption was also calculated
(Table 4).

3.7. Effect of Contact Time on Dye Degradation. Contact time
is an important factor for the removal of MB dye (Figure 9).
The maximum adsorption occurred during the initial 30
minutes of contact time between MB and sintered ISA due
to high-concentration dye molecules [3]. The maximum
adsorbent efficiency after 60 minutes of contact time was
found to be 352.68mg/g.
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Figure 10: Degradation kinetics studies: (a, b) degradation rate of ISA for methylene blue dye degradation with time and (c) degradation
percentage of methylene blue dye using incense stick ash.
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The kinetics of the MB dye degradation using the ISA-
NaOH sintered product was investigated and shown in
Figure 10. In order to investigate the degradation rate of
dye molecules, we have simulated kinetics parameters
followed by slandered polynomial fitting. The C/C0 values
were calculated and used for evaluating the rate constant
as shown in the equation in Figure 10(a). A comparative
ratio of the C/C0 values with respect to time is shown in
Figure 10(b) for more clearance. Furthermore, the percent-
age of MB degradation is calculated for the different time
at a fixed amount of the used catalyst (20mg) and is shown
in Figure 10(c). However, the inorganic elements such as Si,
Fe, and Mg in ISA (confirmed by EDX and XRD) could
occur in the form of metal oxides in the ISA. These inor-
ganic species felicitate an efficient adsorption tendency and
promote the degradation rate for organic dye compounds.
In the present scenario, the ISA-NaOH sintered product
shown an effective degradation rate as it is used as a cost-
effective and eco-friendly adsorbent. This material could be
further explored in degradation Chemistry of the organic
aromatic substance including various dye molecules and
derivatives [20, 21].

Earlier, Jain et al. reported the remediation of Victoria
Blue dye with an efficiency of 80% by using whole ISA col-
lected from temples. Moreover, Yadav et al. also reported
the synthesis of Ca-rich zeolites whose size was 200nm in
width and 700 nm in length which was later on utilized for
the removal of alkali metals (Ba, Ca, Mg, Mn, and Al) and
heavy metals like Cu, Cd, Cr, Co, Ni, Pb, and Zn from aque-
ous solutions. The removal percentage of heavy metals were
varying from 20% to 70% within two hours only while con-
centration of Pb reached below the detection level of ICP-
OES as it was initially present in very less concentration.
The rod to cuboidal-shaped zeolite particles was also highly
porous like the NaOH-treated sintered product.

4. Conclusions

The utilization of incense stick ash waste-derived value-
added product as an economical adsorbent opens a new
material in the field of adsorption science and environmen-
tal cleanup. The present work utilized the waste incense stick
ash after transforming the nature of the material for remedi-
ation of methylene blue. The incense stick ash sintered prod-
ucts developed after NaOH treatment and calcination were
analyzed, and it was found that the particle is flower shaped,
micron sized, i.e., 100 nm to 9 microns, and highly porous.
The porosity is due to the presence of the huge amount of
unburned carbon which after calcination got volatilized
and made the incense stick ash sintered product more
porous which was evidenced by the FESEM. The increase
in the size of the sintered product could also be due to the
calcination at high temperature where the particles got fused
with NaOH. Due to the porous nature of the incense stick
ash sintered product, it was assessed for the removal of
methylene blue dye in the batch adsorption study. The
removal percentage of methylene blue dye from the waste-
water was up to 70% within one hour only. The present
research thus confirmed that sintered ISA is a novel and eco-

nomical adsorbent for remediation of methylene blue dye.
Such value-added material developed from the waste ISA
could act as a potential, economical, and efficient adsorbent
for the remediation of dye and other inorganic and organic
pollutants from the water solutions.
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